
“The Lord likes small 
things best, especially 
those done with love.” ~ 
Mother Teresa 

When my wife, Sandy, 
and I first came to this 
church on our journey to 
find a faith community, 
we knew right away that 
we found a new home. 
Everyone was very wel-
coming. I was unem-
ployed at the time, so I 

found it easy to step up 
and help wherever I could 
as my tithing, and it has 
been rewarding. When I 
eventually 
found work, I 
had to priori-
tize my com-
mitments with 
this church, my 
family, and the 
job. I am fortunate that I 
rarely need to work out-

side my 9 to 5, Monday-
Friday work schedule, as 
it enables me to continue 
to serve this community 

that I dearly 
love, in the 
capacity that I 
prefer. 

I am also for-
tunate that 
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Niles Discovery Church’s Cabinet voted 
to support a call for the City of Fremont 
to divest from the fossil fuel 
sector of the financial 
market as the moral thing 
to do. We can personally 
divest, too. Learn why and 
how at a workshop on 
Sunday, June 3, 12:00 p.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. A 
pizza lunch will be provided with 
donations accepted to cover the costs.  

The workshop will cover issues from 
fossil fuel divestment to making sure 

your investments are 
benefiting from the 
sales of guns to 
strategies for 
supporting the most 
sustainable companies. 
The workshop will be 

presented by David Elliston of Clean 
Money. Learn more about Clean Money 
at cleanmoney.us.  

Workshop On Personal Divestment Strategies Offered 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

June 3 
“Bravo Sunday”  
1 Samuel 3:1-20 

June 10 
“Reclaiming the  

Moral Narrative”  
John 10:7-10 

June 17 
“Journey”  

Jeremiah 29:11 

June 24 
“What’s to  

Prevent Me?”  
Acts 8:26-39 

MODERATED MUSINGS May 2018  

The Cup of Our Life Continues 

If you are interested in deepening your spiritual practice, come to 
the book study group that that will meet for six weeks this sum-
mer. We will be reading Joyce Rupp’s book, The Cup of Our Life, 
which Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda shared in their Eastertide ser-
mon series during April and May. The group will meet for six Tues-
day evenings from 7:30 p.m. to  9:00 p.m., beginning on June 12.  

Please purchase or borrow the book, and let Pastor Brenda know 
that you’ll be attending; she’ll email you your homework for the 
first gathering. If you’d like to attend, but can’t make Tuesday 

nights, let her know what your time constraints are, and we’ll talk about scheduling 
at our first session.  

Continued; See “The  
Little Things” page 4 



I’ve started this column four times, 
and none of them have worked. I 
don’t know whether to blame how 
physically and emotionally tired I 
am, or how complicated the story I 
want to tell is. I know the bottom 
line of what I want to say: Thank 
you. Maybe I should go back to the 
beginning. 

Lizann Bassham and I met during 
my first year of seminary. It was 35 
years ago. Lizann was the 
“experienced one” – 
with one entire quarter 
of classes under her 
belt. She was exactly a 
year and a half older 
than me. I have no idea 
why we bonded, but we 
did. Sociologist and 
psychologists would 
have said we had little 
in common. I grew up in 
gentrified New England, 
in a community that 
valued education. 
Lizann grew up in the back country 
of Trinity County, California, in a 
community that valued hard, 
physical work. I understood myself 
to be a gay man and she 
understood herself to be a mostly-
straight woman. I don’t remember 
if we had any classes together, and 
I took my second year of seminary 
off-campus doing an internship 
(which meant I graduated a year 
after she did). We both lived on 
campus, but in different dorms. She 
grew up experiencing several 
different Christian traditions and 
exploring her mystical side from 
the beginning of her teenaged 
years. I was part of the frozen 
chosen of New England 
Congregationalism. The only thing 
we had in common was a sense of 
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Jeff’s Jottings call from God to help lead the 
church. Somehow we became 
intensely close friends and stayed 
that way for 35 years. 

This means that Lizann has been 
my dearest friend throughout my 
adulthood. She helped see me into 
wholeness, receiving my deepest 
doubts and shames and holding 
them as sacred. I can’t imagine 
what my life would be like had I 
taken a year off between college 
and seminary or had I picked a 
different school. I’m sure I would 

have received a fine 
education, but I doubt 
my friendship with 
Lizann would have 
developed – and I 
can’t imagine my life 
without it. 

But now I have to. 

Toward the end of 
August, 2017, Lizann 
was diagnosed with 
Stage 4 squamous cell 
carcinoma. She was 

enrolled in a phase 2 clinical trial 
for an experimental 
immunotherapy treatment at 
UCSF, excited about being part of 
discovering a new treatment that 
uses the defenses of one’s own 
body, the immune system, to 
detect and remove the body’s own 
cancerous cells. The treatment 
wasn’t just about her own cancer. 
It was about the neck and head 
cancers ancestors and relatives in 
her family had had. And it was 
about all the people to come who 
would face cancer in their own 
lives. 

On Thursday, April 19, Lizann sent 
me a text asking me to come to 
Sebastopol. She was having a 
significant health crisis. I thought 

things were under control when I 
left on the following Saturday to 
return to Fremont to preach on 
Sunday, April 22. When I returned 
to Sebastopol that Sunday evening, 
things were not under control. 
Complications of the 
immunotherapy had become life 
threatening. Pain management was 
not working. I thought she was 
going to die that evening. We 
called the ambulance to get her to 
the hospital so at least her pain 
could be managed. 

She was hospitalized for the 
following week, and I stayed in 
Sebastopol taking my turn as part 
of the family, providing her with 
the support she needed to recover. 
She needed a shorthand to explain 
why this man who wasn’t her 
husband was spending the night in 
her hospital room. She took to 
introducing me to the hospital staff 
as “my gay husband, Jeff, not to be 
confused with my legal husband, 
Jeff.” If this shorthand was met 
with a quizzical look, I’d say, “I’m 
her Will and she’s my Grace.” We 
are and always will be family. 

I returned to Fremont at the end of 
that week to lead worship on April 
29, and Lizann was discharged from 
the hospital. My planned vacation 
started after that worship service, 
and I returned to Sebastopol to be 
part of her at-home care team. She 
kept getting stronger, and I 
returned to Fremont for the last 
couple days of my vacation. The 
following week was good. I was 
confident that the crisis was over. I 
returned to Sebastopol the evening 
of May 17, just to check in and 
offer my love and support in a 
physically present way. 

May 17 was also a day for doctors 
visits at UCSF. Lizann found out 



After reviewing the signups for the potential Goal One projects for the coming program 
year, the Cabinet has chosen two very closely-related projects to implement this year: 
the Homelessness Study Group, and the Mobile Hygiene Unit. Together these projects 
had seventeen people signed up, indicating a strong interest in addressing the issue 
of homelessness in our community. 

The other potential project that received considerable interest was the library for St. 
James Community School in Kenya. Rich Godfrey, our connection to the school, informed the 

Cabinet that a library project wouldn’t work for the school this year, and so Rich and Marilyn Singer, 
the co-champions of the project, have been invited to brainstorm another project to assist the school and 

bring a plan for the project to the Cabinet at a later date. 

Thank you all for your interest in the various projects; be sure to watch this space as our new projects take shape—
and our ongoing ones continue to develop. 
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that because of the complications 
from the immunotherapy, she was 
out of the clinical trial. She also 
learned that she was too weak and 
the cancer was too advanced for 
any traditional treatment to be 
anything but palliative – and her 
pain was again being controlled by 
medication. Such treatment might 
buy her a little time, but would 
come with uncomfortable side 
effects. She was going to die from 
the cancer. She opted to stop all 
treatments except pain 
management. She also decided to 
stop nutrition and water. If she 
wasn’t going to be able to rid her 
body of the cancer, it was time for 
her to die. Through tears in her 
eyes on Friday morning when she 
made these decisions, Lizann 
pleaded with me to stay. Of course, 
I said, “Yes.” What else would I say 
to my dearest friend when she 
asked me to help her on her 
journey to death? I called Pastor 
Brenda and asked her to preach on 

May 20, telling her that I needed to 
stay in Sebastopol.  

Being the amazing pastor that she 
is, Brenda said yes, and then on the 
following Monday, she said she 
would preach again on May 27. I 
contacted our Moderator, Jim 
Thomas, to explain 
what was going on. 
His simple response 
was, “We’ll take 
care of things at 
this end.” 

Tonight, as I write 
this, Lizann is 
unconscious, her 
breathing is 
irregular, and we 
are waiting for that 
breathing to stop. I 
wasn’t at all surprised that she 
managed to move this process 
forward. Even someone as weak as 
she is can last for a couple weeks 
without hydration. But Lizann is 
ready to go. She has willed herself 
to go. She has been calling on her 
ancestors all week to come get her. 

I do not expect her to be inside her 
body by tomorrow morning. 

This has been an amazing spiritual, 
emotional, and physical journey. I 
am so grateful to have been asked 
to participate. While I offer this 
thanks, it is not the thanks I want 

to offer in this column. 
The thanks I want to offer 
in this column are to you. 
You have blessed me 
with eleven work days in 
the past five weeks to be 
here with my beloved 
Lizann, to help see her 
through the worst of 
cancer, and the best of 
dying. 

And to Pastor Brenda and 
to Moderator Jim, thank 

you for “taking care of things at 
that end” so I could be here. 

Peace,  
Pastor Jeff  
 

Editorial Note: Lizann Bassham 
died on Sunday, May 27. 

Cabinet Selects Our Next Projects 



many of you share the 
same passion, and it is a 
joy to work with you in this 
spiritual journey. 

I also suspect there are 
those of you who do not 
have the time available to 
serve your community and 
I am certain you would if 
you could. So, let me sug-
gest a few little things we 
all can do in service to our 
church that can fit nicely 
into our schedules: 

 Bring a flower or two 
to Sandy on Sunday. 
Sandy is very resource-
ful when it comes to 
flower arranging, but 
having more flowers 
gives her more crea-
tive leeway. The Com-
munion Table, the Nar-
thex and Fellowship 
Hall are wonderfully 
enhanced with flowers 
when we have enough 
to go around. 

 Bring a snack to share 
during fellowship. Find 
the sign-up sheet on 
the pass-through coun-
ter in the kitchen to let 
the Ministry of Hospi-
tality and Fellowship 
know when you plan 
to bring something. 

 Request your favorite 
hymn that you would 
like to sing or have 
sung in worship. The 
choir will be on sum-
mer break soon, and 
there are some folk 
who plan to provide 
special music during 
this break.  Having a 
list of requested 
hymns help the special 
music performers in 
their choice of music.  
Jot your suggestion on 
the green form or 
email it to 
choir@nilesdiscoveryc
hurch.org. 

 Wear the Niles Discov-
ery Church pin and 
carry a couple of Niles 
Discovery Church call-
ing cards. When some-
one asks about the pin, 
tell them of the church 
and hand them a card 
if they seem interest-
ed. The cards are in 
the Narthex – ask a 
greeter for a couple. 
Pins are in the office. A 
$5 suggested donation 
is requested 

These little things will bring 
great results! 

For those of you who have 
more time to spare but 
don't know where to 
begin, come talk to me. I 
am happy to help you find 
ways where you can easily 

support our great 
community. 

Jim Thomas 
Moderator 
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Have you ever wondered what you could do if you see someone being harassed or 
assaulted? The Pathways to Beloved Community project team invites you to partici-
pate in an interactive Bystander Intervention training on Monday, June 11 from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Fremont Main Library to learn! This training will be led by staff 
of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) and is co-sponsored by the Tri-City 
Interfaith Council, Compassionate Fremont, Union City Human Relation Commission, 
Fremont Human Resources Council, and the Alameda County Library. This training was 
developed by the Montgomery County (Maryland) Civil Rights Coalition for use in a 
wide variety of settings.  During the training, participants will learn about the history 
and principles of nonviolence, and will practice specific de-escalation techniques as a 
bystander in a variety of scenarios. To register, go to http://bit.ly/tcicbystander. 

Interfaith Council, Others Offer  
Bystander Intervention Training 

We Are One Rally/
Vigils Continue 

The next monthly “We 
Are One” rally/vigil, spon-
sored by the Tri-City In-
terfaith Council and Com-
passionate Fremont, 
gathers on June 28. 
These rally/vigils are held 
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. on the fourth Thurs-
day of the month at the 
corner of Walnut and 
Paseo Padre in Fremont. 
People are invited to 
make and bring signs that 
are peaceful, compas-
sionate, and non-
partisan. Watch your 
Sunday announcement 
folders for this month’s 
theme. 
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The Little Things 

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Rela-
tions Committee (PPRC) 
wants to hear from you. 
Contact any PPRC mem-
ber – Mark Twist, Judy 
Molander, Cindy Sojourn-
er, Ken Rasler, Debbie 
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spen-
cer and Pastor Brenda 
Loreman – if you have a 
concern about the life of 
the church that you want 
to explore. If you have a 
church relationship that’s 
hurting and want some 
assistance in healing it, 
speak to one of them. 

Continued from Page 1 

Several books from the Sunday School curriculum are missing. If any chil-
dren's books with NDC bookplates in them are hiding out at your house, 
could you please drop them in the MCE box in the office? Thank you! 

mailto:choir@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:choir@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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Ministry  
Opportunities  

Of The  
Month 

Social Media Ministry: If 
you enjoy using Facebook 
and Twitter, you can help 
boost our congregation’s 
web presence. Currently, 
Pastor Jeff does all our 
church’s social media and 
he’d love to hand that job 
off to someone (or a cou-
ple someones who will 
coordinate the work). 
Pastor Jeff can teach you 
some of the finer points 
and provide plenty of 
resources to help you 
with this job. Just let him 
know if you would like to 
help. 

Connectors: Currently, 
Pastor Brenda is doing 
almost all the follow-up 
with people who worship 
with us for the first time, 
helping them connect 
with the church more 
deeply. She would love to 
share this work with oth-
ers. If you would like to 
learn more about this 
ministry, contact her. 

Postering Crew: The idea 
is to have a small group 
of people who each has a 
handful of neighborhood 
shops and bulletin boards 
where they will put up 
flyers for events at Niles 
Discovery Church as they 
become available. Con-
tact Pastor Jeff if you 
would like to be on this 
crew. 

Niles Discovery Church is delighted to be partnering with Friends of 
Children with Special Needs (FCSN) in a jobs training pro-
gram. FCSN’s mission is to help individuals with special needs and 
their families find love, hope, respect, and support 
through integrated community involvement.   

Adult job training involves clients learning simple janitorial and organizational tasks 
with the goal of providing clients with skills to join the work force. Tammy Hollowell, a 
member of our church, has long attended FCSN’s Adult Day Care Program 
and benefited from FCSN job placement programs. 

At Niles Discovery Church, the clients will be sweeping the 
fellowship hall floors, organizing the sanctuary, and doing 
light garden work on Monday and Thursday mornings. 
These services are free to our church and not intended to 
replace our weekly janitorial services. The Ministry of Property has volunteered to co-
ordinate with the staff of FCSN to make sure that the training goes smoothly.  Please 
speak to John Smith or John Hollowell to learn more about the partnership. You may 
notice that the floors are sparkling clean, and FCSN’s clients are happy to be actively 
learning.  For more information about FCSN visit http://fcsn1996.org/. 

Partnering To Train Special People 

 The Niles Discovery Church's table at the LEAF Earth Day event had 
posters discussing the good things about using both single use and re-
usable plastic water bottles. The Middle School Sunday School class 

came up with the ideas. Most of the middle-schoolers would vote for reusable wa-
ter bottles. The posters were crafted by Ceci Church. Jakob Vangbo put together an 
informational quiz about plastic water bottles that was challenging for most partici-
pants, but everyone went away having learned several new facts. Thanks to every-
one who participated. 

Youth Teach About Water Bottles on Earth Day 

The Ministry of Property’s Facilities Par-
ty accomplished many things: 

 Needed pruning in the small parking 
lot done; no more paint-scratching 
palm tree for a while 

 Window sills cleaned 
 Potential source of leak in skylight 

identified 
 General entrance and patio cleaning 
 Lynn Miller single-handily pulled out 

more starter palms 
 Most importantly, no blood was 

shed working on the palm tree 

 And even more importantly, all 
doughnuts were consumed  

Additionally, we had some folks who 
could help Mark Twist with the hauling 
of his scaffold for sanctuary decorating. 

By the way, Lynn has planted some milk-
weed, and the plants could use an occa-
sional watering until they get fully root-
ed.  If you’re around during the week, 
there is an empty pitcher in the kitch-
en.  Fill it up, go over to the starters, and 
put some water on the milkweed. 

Thank you to all who came out. We will 
plan another party in a few months. 

MOP Party Was A Great Success 



Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Documentary Film Explores Why Coral Reefs Are Vanishing 
Submitted by Sharat G. Lin 

Coral reefs around the world are vanishing at an astonishing 
and unprecedented rate. Chasing Coral is a documentary 
film about a team of divers, scientists, and photographers 
who set out on a thrilling adventure to discover why, and to 
reveal this underwater mystery for the world to see. 

The film will be shown on June 9 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the 
Second Saturday Documentary Series at Niles Discovery 
Church, 36600 Niles Blvd. (at the corner of Nursery Avenue) 
in Fremont. The screening is free and open to the public. 

The film reveals irrefutable visual evidence of devastating losses to these sprawling underwater cities of inter-
connected life forms working in symbiotic harmony. After many failures, manual time-lapse photography over 
40 days finally captures coral bleaching in progress at key locations on the Great Barrier Reef off the northeast-
ern coast of Australia. Coral bleaching, where coral reefs lose their natural color, signals the gradual progres-
sive death of the living coral colonies. 

Directed by Jeff Orlowski, Chasing Coral (2017, 93 minutes) took three and a half years to shoot and is the re-
sult of over 500 hours of underwater footage, reports of coral bleaching events from volunteers in 30 coun-
tries, as well as support from more than 500 people in locations around the world. 

The final section of the movie takes a more optimistic look at what can be done to find and protect healthy 
reefs that can serve as seed banks for regenerating reefs in the future. 

The film screening will be followed by discussion led by Tarrah Henrie, a senior scientist at Corona Environmen-
tal Consulting. 

This screening is made possible by Organizing for Action. The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-
sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace and Justice Center. Learn more about the series at 
http://bit.ly/nilesssds. 
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Pastor Brenda will be on a three-month sabbatical beginning in the middle of August. 
She plans to study the monastic practices of daily psalm prayer, and one of her goals is 
to take a pilgrimage to the ancient abbey on Iona, Scotland, to worship with the abbey 
community and attend a retreat about the psalms offered by the hymnist John Bell. If 
you have extra unused airline miles and are willing to donate them to the church to 
help defray sabbatical travel costs, please contact our bookkeeper, Cecilia Le. 

Got Miles? 

Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church building. Thanks to the work of our 
Ministry of Property Team, we have a mailbox installed by the east doors and the USPS is de-
livering mail there. 

If you have your bank automatically send a check to the church, please update the address 
they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536. Thank you. 

Change of Address 
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Daytime Fellowship 

The Daytime Fellowship Group meets on the 
third Monday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

One of our pastors leads a Bible study (typically 
looking at a scripture for the coming Sunday’s 
worship service). This is followed by a time for visiting 
with each other as we eat our brown bag lunches and 
a provided dessert. Sometimes there is a little bit of 
business that needs to be taken care of. The meeting 
typically ends by 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

Because of appointments and meet-
ings, it is difficult for our pastors to 
have regular, posted office hours. 
Please call your pastor if you would 
like to make an appointment or 
have him/her come by for a visit. 
None of the staff is available on 
Mondays, 12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., 
because they are in a staff meeting. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, 
and his day off is Saturday. His email 
is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Pastor Jeff is on vacation and study 
leave from June 25 to July 22. 

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 

brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
She will be on study leave June 4 
through June 10. 

Cecilia Le’s hours are Thursdays, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is 
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Her email is ad-
min@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Mildred Reynolds  
Lap Robe Tying Group 

The lap robe tying group meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month in the fellowship 
hall, January to October, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. In 
the middle of the meeting, we take a lunch break and 
invite the office staff to join us for fellowship.  If you 
know of someone who would like a lap robe, notify 
Judy Molander or Alison Kieft.  One lap robe was giv-
en to a friend during fellowship hour one Sunday. We 
have several lap robes available now. There is no 
charge for the lap robes; all material and labor is do-
nated.   All women are invited to the meetings ,but let 
Judy Molander know if you plan to attend as lunch is 
provided. The next meeting is June27. 

The June Special 
Offering is for the 
evangelism and church 
renewal ministries of 
our two denominations. The offerings 
we receive will be split between the UCC’s 
“Strengthen the Church” offering and the DOC’s 
“Pentecost” offering. You can learn more about 
these offerings at http://www.ucc.org/stc and http://
disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/.  

This offering will be officially received on Sunday, June 
10. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 
give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles 

Discovery Church). You can also give online: go 
to our http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ and 
click the “donate” button at the top of the 
page. 

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offer-
ing each month. With that many possibilities for 
special giving, you may need to choose which 
ones are most important to you. You can see the 

schedule of special offerings at http://j.mp/speoff2018 
or call the church office we will mail you one. 

Thanks to your generosity, our May Special Offering for 
Church World Service’s Blankets+ program, raised 
$1,311. 

Special Offerings 
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Maria Garnica and her extended family as they grieve 
the death of her mother on February 14; 

Ryan Ramseyer and his extended family as they grieve 
the death of his grandfather; 

Matt Espinoza, Edrea Espinoza, Penn Boyer, Isaiah 
Espinoza, Aiyanna Espinoza, and their extended 
family as they grieve the death of their 
father/grandfather, Ed Espinoza, on January 26; 

Katy Wharton and her family as they grieve the death 
of Katy’s step-father on December 23. 

The family of birth and choice of Lizann Bassham, 
including Pastor Jeff, as they grieve her death on May 27; 

Judy Zlatnik and her extended family as they grieve the 
death of her brother, Bob, on May 18; 

Dorothy Williams and her family as they grieve the death 
of her daughter, Belinda Williams on May 15; 

The family and friends of Kathy Bray, who died on May 5; 

Pastor Brenda and her family as they grieve the death of 
her uncle Jay Hartwick, on April 10; 

Maxine Foster as she grieves the death of her brother in 
late February; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Jerry Hollands; 

Janet Butcher; 

William "Butch" Butcher; 

Rich Gallegos' friend, Jimmy; 

Carol Easter's daughter, Allison; 

Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica; 

Michele McConville's mom, Marie 
Maguire; 
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret; 

Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris 
Dungan; 
Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther; 

Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan; 

Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay's sister; 

Carol Easter's mother, Barbara. 

Jack Rankin; 

Diana Roeding; 

Edrea Espinoza; 

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 

Ryan BoyerTaylor; 

Jan Filip; 

Judi Eaton; 

Ken Young; 

Diane Kindle; 

Sandra Frisbey; 

Debbie Keesis' and Denise Church's 
brother, Darren; 
John Wharton's father; 

Katy Wharton's mother; 

Alison Kieft's sister-in-law, Debbie  
Thompson; 

Ken Rasler; 

Peter Wilson; 

Harold Rucker; 

John Zlatnik; 

JoAn Parker; 

Charlotte O'Donnell; 

Susie Claxton; 

Penn Boyer; 

Barry Kean; 

Cindy Corey; 

Maxine Foster; 

Bill Ball; 

Suellyn Steigmeyer; 

Mike Kean; 

Dean Hunter; 

Nancy Attinger; 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives. 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employ-
ment that fills their hearts and souls. 

The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers, 
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends. 

These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; and 
the Care Team. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Work To Bring God’s Compassion And Merciful 
Justice Through Non-Violent Methods To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you re-
ceived this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you re-
ceive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; ad-
min@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more. 
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